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Changes

T

his school year is a year for changes—Lorraine Gerdes, our former Registrar
and Adam Wiechmann, our former Principal, are both serving in new
capacities at new locations. Lorraine has moved out to the Seattle area to
be closer to family, and Adam is now teaching and coaching at Arizona Lutheran
Academy in Phoenix. Stephanie Smith is now West’s Registrar. Our Dean position is
being shared this year between Pastor Neitzel and Nathan Veach and will transition
to just Mr. Veach next school year. Jason Hahn and I are serving as administration
for this year; he as Vice Principal and I as Principal. There are new courses, a new
9th grade class and other new students as well.
In spite of it all, somethings will not change: West Lutheran High School is a
school dedicated to helping young people learn how to use their gifts and the West
staﬀ is dedicated to students growing closer to their Lord as they grow stronger in
their faith. Pray for the students, staﬀ and programs and pray that West remains a
strong ministry dedicated to service to our Lord.
~ Steve Merten, Principal

Ashley Jensen
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We welcome Ashley Jensen as the new instructor
of general science, biology, and anatomy/
physiology. Jensen will also continue as coach for
girls basketball and softball. Ashley grew up in
Delano and is a proud alumna of West Lutheran
High School, after which she attended Bethany
Lutheran College, graduating with an exercise
science major and biology minor. Jensen also has
two master’s degrees, one in physical education
and coaching and the other in secondary
education.

Stephanie Smith
Stephanie Smith is our new Registrar and
Development Assistant. Stephanie and her
husband Dan have two children, Jacob (’18),
currently a student at the U of M Twin Cities, and
Katie, a sophomore at West. The family belongs
to Salem Greenﬁeld Church, where Stephanie
served in administrative roles for the both the
church and school for close to eight years.

NEWS

AVAILABLE FOR WLHS STUDENTS
IN HONOR OF LONG-TIME WISE PENNY VOLUNTEERS

When you think of the Wise Penny Thrift Shoppe in
Buﬀalo, two names that almost certainly come to mind are
long-time volunteers, Jan Nelson and Lanita Farstad. Both
started when the store opened in 1984, volunteering on
Tuesday work nights and on weekends.
“I was teaching at West back then and had a passion for
supporting Christian education on both the elementary
and secondary level. I wanted my children to be able to go
to West and saw the Wise Penny as an excellent source of
support for helping parents be able to aﬀord to send their
children to West,” said Nelson.
Farstad, also a former WELS elementary teacher who still
gives dozens of piano lessons a week, has a similar reason
for her long-time volunteerism. “I am a ﬁrm believer in
Christian education in the elementary level, and even
more so in high school for our teens who are at a very
impressionable age. I really have a desire to support the
training at West in any way I can.”
Together, over the past 29 years they have dedicated nearly
30,000 volunteer hours to Wise Penny. During that time,
they have done everything from managing the store,
scheduling volunteers, and running the cash register, to
pricing donations, cleaning bathrooms, and sorting hangers.
In the 1990s, Nelson and Farstad became lead volunteers,
with Nelson serving as Wise Penny Board President for
several years. As God blessed the store and it became busier,
both started putting in extra hours on many evenings and
weekends, totaling more than 40 volunteer hours a week
between them.
By 2001, Nelson and Farstad had played integral roles both
in the Wise Penny’s move to a new location in Buﬀalo and
an expansion, which tripled the size of the store. In 2005,
20 years after serving as volunteer store managers, Nelson
and Farstad were hired as part-time store managers--the
ﬁrst paid employees at Wise Penny. Nelson retired as store

manager in 2014, but continues volunteering weekly as the
seasonal department lead. Farstad has continued in her
supervisory role at Wise Penny, focusing on coordinating
volunteers.
To honor their years of service, an anonymous donor
has given WLHS $2,000 for tuition-based scholarships
for current WLHS students. To recognize the spirit
of volunteering modeled by Nelson and Farstad, the
scholarship recipients must have a special interest in
volunteer service and commit to personally volunteer a
minimum of 10 hours at Wise Penny over the course of the
2018-19 school year.
Wise Penny has been an enormous blessing to WLHS,
providing nearly $2.5 million to help oﬀset tuition costs.
In 2017, WLHS received over $160,000 from Wise Penny.
You can be a part of this amazing ministry! Volunteer
opportunities abound at the Wise Penny, and projects are
also available to do from your home! For more information,
contact Brittany McFadden, store manager, at (763) 6824178 or wisepennythrift@outlook.com.
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EVENTS

FALL FEST
Make plans to attend the fourth
annual Fall Fest on Oct. 27th from
11 – 3. Back by popular demand
is the corn-hole tournament with
$20 team entry fee payable day
of at the concession stand. There
will also be a bouncy house, face
painting, ﬂag football and other
fun games.
Bring your best chili or hot dish
recipe to the table and compete
to win a grand prize of $150! A
themed table is encouraged
but not required. However, if
your theme wins you take home
$150! All serving supplies will be
provided including tasting cups,
spoons, napkins and a container
for donations. If you are going
to participate, please send an
email with your name and phone
number along with the number of
crockpots you will need outlets
to Nicole Gomke, ngomke@
westlutheran.net. Include your
chili or hot dish entry along with
the theme if you have chosen
one. We would like to get a list
of all of our dishes and themes
to promote ahead of time! Please
contact Nicole with any questions.

A BRIEF HISTORY
OF WEST LUTHERAN
HIGH SCHOOL

1977
First meeting to discuss idea
of school.

1978
September 1978 Association is formed.

1979
August 26, 1979 - Opening
service in Rockford.

September 1979 - School begins
with 12 enrolled.

1980
September 1980 - School is
relocated to Central Junior
High School.

1983
July 1983 - School is relocated
to Eisenhower Community
Center.

1995
February 23, 1995 - Board
of Regents votes to build
own facility.

June 23, 1995 - Purchase of
7.25 acres of land at 3350
Harbor Lane N, Plymouth

1996
March 17, 1996 -Board
of Regents votes to construct
25,000 sq. ft. facility.

December 9, 1996 - Move in date.

2000
April 9, 2000 - Groundbreaking for phase one building
expansion.

2002
November 2002 -Building expansion is completed.

2009
May 2009 - Adjacent land is
purchased.

Summer 2016 Commons Redesign
project begins and is
completed.
December 2016 - West
Lutheran celebrates 20 years
in our own facility.

August 2009 - Parking lot
expansion completed/ new
signage installed.

2016

2018
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New HVAC in the gym,
Tech Center remodeled
and STEM classes added

MEMORIALS
MEMORIALS/HONORARIUMS
Thank you to the following people who directed their memorials for their loved ones to West Lutheran High School:
IN HONOR OF
Adam Wiechmann
Lisa Klockziem
IN MEMORY OF
Betty Meyer
Wise Penny Thrift Shoppe
Hertha Dixon
David & Lanita Farstad
Lauren & Kathleen Haﬀten
Gaylerd & Diane Lieder
David & Lorie Lohse
Beverly Marschel
Marlene Petersen
Raymond & Marge Schmidt
Jaime & Barb Sherwood
Arnold & Gerane Strehler
Donald & Karen Strehler
Wilferd & Diann Strehler
Leah Wandersee
Carl Wiese
Doug & Deb Beise
Clarion Conzet
Darlene Hegstrom
Sandra Holan
Beverly Marschel
Douglas Jensen
Bonnita Johnson
Guy Peterson
David & Dianne Epple
Sandra Holan
Beverly Marschel
Grant & Brittany McFadden
Raymond & Marge Schmidt
Donald & Karen Strehler

Howard Olson
Wilferd & Diann Strehler
Jeanette Lohse
Arnold & Gerane Strehler
John “Jack” Ebert
Donald & Karen Strehler
LaVerne Leider
Hertha Dixon
Sandra Duﬀ
Lauren & Kathleen Haﬀten
Sandra Holan
Cynthia Krumsieg
Gaylerd & Diane Lieder
The Lieder Family
Beverly Marschel
Jean Pederson
Audrey Reich
John & Renata Russek
Cindy & Brian Steinke
Donald & Karen Strehler
Wilferd & Diann Strehler
Lon & LaVerne Torblaa
Leah Wandersee
Maxine Mildred Franke
Nila Brigg
Darlene Hegstrom
Leona Westman
Melodie Dixon
Sandra Holan
Donald & Karen Strehler
Norma “Karen” Uecker
Darlene Hegstrom

Phyllis Frank
Marvin & DeLyte Bursch
Hertha Dixon
Sandra Duﬀ
David & Dianne Epple
Beverly Marschel
Donald & Karen Strehler
Ray McCullum
Doug & Deb Beise
Rick Doering
Josh & Britni Bredeson
Steve & Julie Deuth
Sandra Duﬀ
Elliot & Melissa Enter
Larry & Dee Enter
Rick & Lois Foggia
Dan & Kari Gabrielson
Tom & LaRayne Hollander
Steve & Kris Jensen
Marcia Koss
Gary Krause & Kathy Larsen
Beverly Marschel
Nick & Eloise Mazanyi
Merl & Cinda Meitner
Steve & Dianne Merten
Brett & Elizabeth Perry
Jeﬀ & Jill Rindt
Ronald Conley
Gaylerd & Diane Lieder
Ruby Vollbrecht
Gary & Carol Bain
Douglas & Sherri McCallum
Wilferd & Diann Strehler
Willis Kiphuth
Sandra Holan

✂
Continue the West Lutheran Legacy
Yes! I want to support West Lutheran in guiding and empowering students in finding God’s plan for their lives.
Enclosed is my gift of:
__ $25 __ $50 __$100 __ $500 __Other $ ___________

____ I would like to include West Lutheran in my estate plan.
____ Please email me news and event information about WLHS

Please use my gift:
Name: ___________________________________________
___ Front office remodel
Address: __________________________________________
___ To help Marketing and Recruitment efforts at West Lutheran
City, State, Zip: ______________________________________
___ To help provide valuable scholarships and student tuition assistance
Phone:___________________________________________
___ To improve West’s building and grounds
Email:___________________________________________
___ For general operational needs
Association Church Membership: _________________________
Alumni? Graduating Class: _____________
Related to Alumni? List graduating classes and relationships: __________________________
Please donate by check payable to West Lutheran High School OR
Bill my credit card for $_______ ❑ Mastercard ❑ Visa ❑ Discover ❑ Amex Acct#________________ CVV____ Exp Date______
Return this form and payment in the envelope provided in this newsletter.

FALL 2018
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2017-2018

2017-2018 West Lutheran H

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your w

building and Grounds

Mission Adva

•
•
•
•
•

• Developed a Mission Advancement sta
• Developed a multifacted recruitment p
community schools and churches
• West Booster Club restarted with paren

•
•
•
•

New gymnasium HVAC units were installed
Electrical upgrades completed for the Fine Arts department
Half the corridors were painted gray replacing the color green
Updated landscaping around the athletic field
Parking lot professionally swept and the rain garden inspected as
mandated by the city of Plymouth
All lockers were inspected, cleaned and repaired if needed
Met with a contractor about future concrete work of damaged areas
Met with Serigraphic about free upgrades to our school through
government rebates
Tech Center remodeled and upgraded computer network

Future Plans
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Remodeling and updating the school corridors and several classrooms
Replacing all lighting in the school with LED lighting
Repave the back parking lot on the north end of the school
Repair the gym floor due to age, water, wear and tear
Create more classroom space by better utilizing the existing space
Update the landscaping by front entry and south side of the school

Future Plans

• Develop active International Student re
• Personally connect with stakeholder gr
• Develop plans for initiating an estate p
WLHS association via Mission Advance
• Further develop outreach to alumni
• Initiate Mission Advancement Director

2017-2018

n High School Annual Report

all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight. - Proverbs 3:5-6

dvancement

ncement staff position
cruitment plan for association and
urches
d with parent volunteers

al Student recruiting
keholder groups to foster relationships
g an estate planning campaign with the
on Advancement staff
o alumni
ent Director position

Curriculum/Student Life
• Trained staff and launched the Project Lead the Way approved STEM
Introduction of Engineering and Design curriculum
• Media Arts class rebooted with new hardware and software in Tech Lab
• Restructured the Math levels to include Pre Calculus and
Advanced Algebra
• Christian Health and Wellness class implemented
• Utilized new Standard Testing Platform for grades 9-12
• AV Club started with targeted assignments for students

Future Plans
• Add support for engineering STEM classes with training and equipment
• Establish a robotics/engineering club
• Call a full-time technology coordinator for maintaining the WLHS
technology infrastructure
• Further develop service opportunities for the student body

142 Students
32 Freshmen • 32 Sophomores
38 Juniors • 39 Seniors
including 6 international students

13 Faculty • 8 Staff
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2017-2018

2017-2018 Academic Year Statistics

Enrollment
LCMS
11%

Other
25%
International
Students 5%

WELS/ELS
59%
LCMS
11%

Enrollment

by Church Membership

Financial
Wise Penny
Congregational $167,260
Support
$125,267
Individual Gifts
$77,097

Tuition Assistance
$40,000
Other
$155,116

Income

Total = $1,580,618

Assets

Building and Grounds Fund
$56,632
Marketing and Recruitment Fund
$30,000
Tuition Assistance Endowment
$218,136
Operations Endowment
$513,223
Private Family Scholarship Endowment $100,902
Total $918,893
Mortgage Loan Balance = $568,477
As of August 2018
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International
Students 5%
WELS/ELS
77%

Enrollment

by Elementary School Attended

Administration and Marketing
$105,531

Mortgage
$121,344
Building Maintenance
and Utilities
$126,713

Tuition
$963,625

School District
Reimbursement
$52,249

Public 7%

Payroll, Health,
Pension
$1,129,212

Sports
$47,253
Other
$50,465

Expenses

Total = $1,580,518

Additional Income 2017-2018
Fund A Need HVAC
Auction Tuition Assistance
STEM
Music/Fine Arts

$167,755
$83,377
$11,000
$6,000
Total $268,132

UPDATE
SUMMER EUROPE TRIP
Experience the trip and memories of a lifetime!
The West 2020 trip to Dublin, London and Paris is now
open for registration. Check out the Travel Abroad page
at wlhs.net/student-life/travelabroad. If you have any
questions please feel free to contact Phil Meitner pmeitner@
westlutheran.net.
Here is a testimonial from a parent of the 2018 trip;
WARNING: This message is meant ~totally~ as a
means to encourage you, THE PARENTS, to think
about the possibility of joining in on this fun, I mean
VERY FUN, European Adventure with the West
Lutheran High School Group!
“Does my head look BIG?” That is what I felt like
asking people after we arrived back home from
Europe this past June 2018. I was sure my head
looked physically larger with all the new knowledge,
learning and experience we had encountered in the
previous 10-days traveling to Spain, France and
England. What a fun time we had!
Leaving the country to travel is ~not~ something
that we would naturally do on our own. To have this
trip all arranged, planned, plotted, and guided for us
was extremely “sweet”!
In Spain we saw a castle, the Museum Prado, went
to see Flamenco Dancers, ate Tapas and even saw
an actual Bull Fight!
In Paris we saw the Mona Lisa and many other
famous pieces of art, spent the day in the Artists
area, Montmartre and the Basilica, took a scenic
boat trip on the River Seine, ate Crepes and escargot
and… let’s see if THIS passes your ‘smell test; we
even toured the SEWER of Paris! My personal

highlight was to climb
and photograph the
Eiffel Tower. In fact,
it was on one day in
Paris that my FitBit
registered 30,000
steps. That, after
making that daunting,
exciting, exhilarating
climb up the tower.
For the ﬁnal leg of our trip we took the Train at
200 mph from Paris to London. In London we spent
time at The Tower of London, took a bus tour of the
city, visited the British Museum, enjoyed the scenic
River Thames, went to Buckingham Palace, saw Big
Ben entirely shrouded in scaffolding, and gorged
on Fish & Chips… several times in fact! Yummy!
The trip went fast! From our ﬁrst ~foggy-ohNO!-what-have-we-done~ dis-embarkment from
the plane in Madrid… to the horriﬁc realization that
“We need to keep up with this group of 19 KIDS!”…
settling in to realize it wasn’t all that bad… to the
phenomenal experiences!... the time went SUPER
fast! Even faster than the 200 mph Eurostar!
—Rhonda Broberg

fond farewell ADAM WIECHMANN
The West Lutheran family bid a fond farewell to Adam
Wiechmann and his family this summer. It was with a
heavy heart that we said goodbye to Adam, who spent
15 years at the high school serving in many different
roles. His initial call in 2003 was as a physics and
biology teacher, as well as football and baseball coach.
He took on student council responsibilities within the
next few years, and served as the school guidance
counselor along with Jean Neitzel for ten years. In the
summer of 2014, Adam became principal and served
in this capacity through the end of the 2017-2018
school year.
During Adam’s 15-year tenure at West Lutheran,
many great changes were implemented and many
capital improvements were made. A major project
was the remodel of the commons area, which was
completed in 2016 and gave our entry area a muchneeded makeover. The HVAC system was recently
upgraded to make our gym a comfortable for events.
As a joint project with Steve Merten, the STEM lab was
created to give our students the ability to advance in
the critically important technology arena. In addition,
Adam was personally involved in the annual gala, and
enjoyed speaking about the ministry of West Lutheran

to its attendees.

The area in which Adam
made the biggest impact
was his ability to connect
and
build
meaningful
and lasting relationships with people. Building and
strengthening the West Lutheran community was
one of his greatest accomplishments. Adam enjoyed
sharing the gospel with fellow Christians and getting
to know the students here, which was evident
everyday as he interacted with the kids in the hallways
and classrooms. He was also instrumental in student
recruitment, with the current freshman class being one
of the largest in recent history.
Adam’s family is adjusting to life in Arizona. Adam is
a physics and anatomy/physiology teacher at Arizona
Lutheran Academy and helps coach the football team.
Adam’s three children attend Emmanuel Lutheran in
Tempe, AZ, a school that was started by his father in
1973. We wish Adam and his family the best as they
begin a new chapter in their lives, and give thanks for
the many years of service he gave to West Lutheran
High School.
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SPORTS
Football

SOCCER
Boy’s Soccer
With three games
remaining on the
season, the boys
soccer team sits 3rd
in the conference
with a record of
2-1. Our season has
consisted of high
scoring games and big upsets as we beat
Trinity Trihawks 4-3. This is the ﬁrst time MCA/
West has ever beat them. Our record overall
is 5-2-1. Senior Niles Charlson and sophomore
Sam Bjorlin play on Varsity. Sam has 6 goals
on varsity and 1 assist. Junior Logan Wreisner
and sophomore Aaron Ernst are captains for
the JV team. There are 2 freshmen playing
as well, Alex Schmidt and Ryan Rasmussen.
With the season soon ending, the team’s last
games will be away leading up to sectionals.

Girls’s Soccer
Maranatha and West co-op girls’ soccer
team have been having a great season so
far. 11 girls came out from West: 4 seniors, 3
sophomores and 4 freshmen. The seniors
have helped lead the varsity team for the
current record of 5-4-1. The JV is undefeated,
comprising of
both ties and wins.
Both teams have
worked hard and
their improvement
throughout the
season is evident.

For the ﬁrst time in the
history of West Lutheran
High School, we have a co-op
football team with Providence
Academy, Heritage Christian
Academy and Maranatha
Christian Academy. There are 11 total players
from West including two seniors, ﬁve juniors and
four freshman. With just over ﬁfty players, the co-op is
able to support both a varsity and junior varsity team and
has Nathan Veach as a linebacker coach. Senior Jordan
Lauria says the co-op has been strong, with all of the
kids playing as a team and the great advantage of playing
schools nearer to home. The team, with a very strong
defense line, is currently undefeated.

Cross Country

Rolf Preus and Becca Torgerson
are representing West Lutheran in Cross
Country this year on a co-op team with
Heritage Christian Academy. Both the boys
and girls teams have had strong showings in
their meets so far. At the Faribault meet the
varsity boys were the only A division school
and ﬁnished ahead of 6 AA division schools.
The girls 10th grade team earned 2nd place
overall out of 19 teams at the Milaca Mega Meet only losing
to Wayzata. This is the largest meet in the state and they beat
some very large teams for this awesome achievement. If the
team continues to better their personal records consistently
and continue to run strong, they have a good chance to do
well in the conference meet later this season.

Bowling
The bowling season
has begun! There
are three kids from
West Lutheran on the
team.
Senior Josh
Knight, junior Dylan
Anderson and freshman Roy Broberg. Bethany
Johnson and Trevor Knight from King of Grace round
out the team of ﬁve. They have participated in three
matches so far this season and have done well. For the
second year in a row, they compete at New Hope Bowl.

Volleyball
A very young and talented West Volleyball Team entered the 2018 season with high
aspirations. The program is headed by three returning coaches: Rachel Doyle, Katie
Huebner and Karlie Habermann. Varsity coach Rachel Doyle has been building on the
momentum from 2017 when the team ended their season in the section semi-ﬁnals with a
record of 18 wins and 10 losses. “We have a very young team and these girls have so much
potential! I am super excited about the future of this program,” says Rachel Doyle.
Team captains Ellie Fritze (sophomore), Grace Tesmer (sophomore), and Abby
Heinrich (freshman) have led the team to conference wins against Trinity, Spectrum and
Lester Prairie.
This team has been bonding on and oﬀ the court. Following their successful Teddy Bear
Toss! during a recent home game, the players were honored to be able to deliver 60 stuﬀed animals to Children’s
Hospital and Clinics Minneapolis, and to put them in the arms of a child who could use some comfort and cheer.
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FINE ARTS
WESTERN ACCENTS
2018-2019
SOPRANO
Arianna Antonson, Noelle Dolan,
Lucy Klatt, Aubrey Kaesmeyer,
Trinity Valleau
ALTO
Olivia Hollander, Clara Kaesmeyer,
Melody Martinson, Annika
Richardson

Western Accents 2018-2019

TENOR
Jacob Barnett, Ethan Knapp, Joey
Pasbrig, Gabe Pederson, Logan
Wreisner,
BASS
Rolf Preus, Preston Sawicki, Jon
Thomforde, Nick Torgerson
OCTOBER THROUGH JANUARY
CHURCH TOUR DATES:
Oct 28 - Redeemer, Maple Grove
Nov 11 - St. John, Fairfax
Nov 18 - Abiding Savior, Elk River
Dec 2 - Hope, Andover
Jan 13 - Ascension, Plymouth
Jan 27 - Mt. Olive, Shakopee

WELS CHORAL FEST
The Western Accents choir will travel to Minnesota Valley Lutheran High
School in New Ulm, for the 2018 WELS West Regional Choral Festival on
November 9-11. The festival theme is “Grace, Mercy, and Peace”, with guest
clinicians Jodi Rowe and Jon Ziesemer.
POPS Concert - Friday, November 9 at 7:00pm
SACRED Concert - Sunday, November 11 at 2:00pm

11

3350 Harbor Lane North
Plymouth MN 55447
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