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Ephesians 2:21-22 - In him the whole building is joined together and
rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are
being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his
Spirit.
West currently has 160 students enrolled, and through our association
grade school visits and our data collected, we are planning for a
freshman class of 50-55+. We currently have 174 enrolled for the
2022-23 school year.
We have two staff retiring at the end of this year, Mr. Steve Merten from
our Science/ STEM department after serving 26 years at West
Lutheran and Carol Kieffer who was our Learning Coordinator for 14
years. We’re thankful for all they have given to the ministry at West.
Mrs. Jodi Rowe will be leaving us since she accepted a call to St. Mark’s
Lutheran School in Citrus Heights, California. May the Lord be with all
three of these individuals who have been so instrumental to the
ministry at West.
This year was also a new beginning for Pastor Mark Kaesmeyer. Mark
was led to accept our divine call to be our Director of Mission
Advancement. This position is truly centered on building and fostering
relationships with schools, congregations, parents, families, and alumni
so they in turn will continue a lifelong love for West and its future
sustainability.
In the middle of April, West was blessed to hear that Mr. James Hahm
and Mrs. Kari Hahm accepted our divine calls to teach at West Lutheran
High School. James will be our Science department chair, teaching
Physics, STEM, and Chemistry, while Kari will be our Fine Arts chair,
teaching choir, band, music, Western Accents, and being part of our
drama department. West went to Martin Luther College (New Ulm,
MN) to receive a graduate to teach in our English department. We
received Mr. William (Will) Rauh. Will is from Arlington, MN and
graduated high school from Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School, in
New Ulm. Will comes to us with a double major, elementary and
secondary English. We look forward to Mr. Rauh starting July 1 and
assuming his role in the English department.
On March 26, West was once again able to have a live auction/gala.
The Hawaiian theme was loved by all and the overall excitement of the
room was contagious. It was so energizing to have a live auction gala
again and to have all of our West families together sharing in fellowship
and showing their love and support for West Lutheran High School.
The event brought in $117,000 to be used for technology and security
upgrades. Thank you for your continued support.
Thanks for your thoughts and prayers for our faculty, staff, and
students. It is a pleasure to serve with you at West. We are excited for
next year because of the growing enrollment, new classes offered, new
faculty, but most importantly to preach and teach the saving message
of salvation to our students at West. May the Lord continue to bless
you all.
Dave Gartner
Principal
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• NEW TEACHERS & STAFF•
West Lutheran has been blessed to have the following people
join the faculty and staff in the 2021-2022 school year

Steve Gurgel
Family: I have been married to Megan since July 2015. She is a 2011 graduate of
Martin Luther College and has taught various age levels from elementary through
high school. Megan and I share a love for social studies, traveling, hiking, and ice
cream. She currently works part time at Holy Trinity Lutheran Academy in the
extended-learning program. The rest of our time is spent raising our two children,
Warren (3) and Whitney (1). Warren loves outer space, dinosaurs, and Winnie the
Pooh. Whitney loves climbing things, getting messy, and the show Bluey.
Current responsibilities at West: I teach United States History and AP United
States History to juniors. I also teach sophomore religion, which covers the later Old Testament period
and the four Gospels of Jesus. I also teach freshman religion, which covers Creation through King David.
I also serve as the varsity baseball coach.
Life before West: I served 8 years as principal and middle school teacher at St. Paul's Lutheran
School in Rapid City, South Dakota. St. Paul's had 120 students in kindergarten through grade 8 and 50
kids in preschool, so it was a busy place. Before that, I went to school to receive my Master of Arts
Degree in History.
Personal take-away from the 2021-2022 school year: I was amazed to see and experience
such a positive culture between students and teachers at West. It feels like a family here, and it's much
more enjoyable to teach and to help students when that's the case.
Fun Fact: During my years as a high school athlete, I faced off against JJ Watt in football, basketball,
and baseball. We defeated his team in all three sports, but he has since won several NFL Defensive
Player of the Year awards, so it looks like he had the last laugh. We also were Myspace friends and
would sometimes chat on that, which says a little about how old I am.

Angela Randall
Family: My husband, Ryan, and I have a very busy house. We have been blessed
with five children: Keagan, Micaiah, Aliyah, Aubriana, and Marcus. Ryan is
currently serving at Salem Lutheran in Greenfield as the 7/8th grade teacher and
principal.
Current responsibilities at West: I currently serve as a Learning Coordinator
at West Lutheran. I support student accommodations to ensure success in their
educational career at West Lutheran.
Life before West: I have been blessed to teach in many different classrooms throughout the years.
Prior to working at West, I worked part time at Salem Lutheran School as the Extended Learning teacher.
I have enjoyed my first year here at West as the Learning Coordinator and look forward to what God
has in store for West in the years to come.
Personal take-away from the 2021-2022 school year: One personal take-away from this year
is that we are all here for the same reason; to nurture and flock God's lambs that he has entrusted to us.
We are all in this together and I have seen the love and support West staff continually provides for students.
Fun Fact: One fun fact about me is that I enjoy being active with my family. We love going for family
walks, camping, hiking, and spend a lot of time watching our children play sports!
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Sheila Varner
Family: Our family of 5 consists of myself, my husband Jon, our daughter Isabel
(West graduate), our son Max and our son Jesse. Isabel is currently attending
Indiana Tech in Fort Wayne Indiana. She is studying Exercise Science and playing
for the women's hockey program. Max is a sophomore at Buffalo High School; he
just got his driver's license this fall, so is enjoying being able to drive himself to
school and hockey practice. Max's favorite thing to do is play for the BHS boys
Varsity hockey team as their starting goalie. Jesse is a freshman at West. He also
plays hockey and just finished his last year as a Bantam AA and will be playing for
West next season in the Providence/West/Heritage co-op hockey program. Jesse also enjoys playing
lacrosse for West in the co-op program.
Current responsibilities at West: Currently I am the office administrator/co-registrar at West. My
responsibilities cover a wide range of items, too numerous to mention all, but my main duties are overseeing
the day to day operations of the administration office which include: admissions/enrollment, class
scheduling, attendance, state & district reporting and the hot lunch program at West, to just name a few.
Life before West: My husband Jon and I own and operate a mobile diesel repair company Varner
Mobile Services. Prior to coming to West that was my main occupation, along with being a busy sports
mom and running my own Partylite business. I also was previously the office administrator at Mt. Olive
Church & School in Delano for 4 1/2 years, so that experience prepared me for my role at West.
Personal take-away from the 2021-2022 school year: One personal take away from the last
year is seeing the potential for growth at West and the exciting things the future holds. It's great to be
part of a team that is excited to support the mission of offering Christian Education to as many
students as possible.
Fun Fact: I love to scrapbook!

Mark Kaesmeyer
Family: My wife Alane graduated from Martin Luther College in 1994. She did her
student teaching in Mequon, WI where we met while I was a student at Wisconsin
Lutheran Seminary. She was assigned as a tutor at Michigan Lutheran Seminary my alma mater. Interestingly enough she ended up teaching junior American
Literature, which was one of my fatherʼs classes before he retired. She is currently
an Intervention Paraprofessional at Coon Rapids High School. Our oldest child,
Jared, (West Lutheran class of ʻ17) is graduating this May from North Dakota State
University with a Masters in Architecture. He has just accepted a job at Pope
Architects in Kansas City, MO. Our daughter Clara (West Lutheran class of ʻ19) is in her 3rd year
studying criminology at the U of M - Duluth. Our youngest daughter, Aubrey (West Lutheran class of ʻ21)
is studying marketing and communications at Minnesota State - Mankato.
Current responsibilities at West: I am the Director of Mission Advancement. The purpose of this
position is to create and strengthen relationships with the stakeholders of West Lutheran High School and
its Association so that greater support for our ministry is realized.
Life before West: From 2013-2021 I served as the lead pastor at Cross of Christ Lutheran Church and
School in Coon Rapids. During that time I also served as the chairman of the West Lutheran High School
Board of Regents.
Personal take-away from the 2021-2022 school year: The LORD has assembled a very
talented faculty and staff. They have welcomed me with open arms! It is a privilege and joy to serve by
their side.
Fun Fact: Following my sophomore year in college, I worked at a resort in Moose Pass, Alaska. I was
close to not returning to my studies for pastoral ministry after the owner offered me a full time salaried
position with free room and board to be a back country fishing guide.

Appreciation for Dedication
We have someone who has inspired curiosity and exemplified Christian
service that is both sincere and inspiring. The West Lutheran family is
celebrating the retirement of Mr. Steve Merten after 42 years of teaching.
Steve attended Wisconsin Lutheran High School in Milwaukee during the
1970ʼs. He had several different classes taught by the same teacher, Mr.
Paul Ruege, who made a big impression on the young teenager. He noticed
Mr. Ruegeʼs style of teaching was different. He was warm and personable, and taught in a heart-felt
way for his students. He lived his faith life in and out of the classroom and that captured Steveʼs
attention, inspiring him to pursue the public ministry.
He started at Northwestern College in Watertown, WI, for 3 semesters thinking God was leading him to
be a pastor. But after 3 semesters, he realized he was not where he should be. He transferred to (Dr.)
Martin Luther College in New Ulm, MN. As a college student, he did something that most college
students donʼt do . . . get up early to eat breakfast in the dining hall. He shared that uncommon routine
with another student named Dianne. They discovered they shared a mutual love of blue grass music as
she played banjo and he played guitar and dulcimer, which he had creatively made himself. It was a
perfect match!
The year 1980 was a busy year as Steve graduated from
college, married Dianne, and moved to Appleton, WI, to begin
his first call as 7th grade teacher at St. Paulʼs Lutheran School.
Steveʼs talent with design and making musical instruments led to
a much bigger project--building a home. The blessings of two
children came and so did other calls to serve God and his sheep.
In 1986, the Merten family of 4 moved to Aurora, IL, as Steve
was called to serve at Resurrection Lutheran School, where he
served as principal and taught grades 4-8.
Looking back on those early years, Steve said, “Teaching and being able to write science curriculum,
create science labs, and exploring different styles of teaching was really special for me.” He had the
opportunity to explore creative teaching methods with the use of more labs in the classroom and
collaborate with other teachers.
West Lutheran High School called Steve in 1996 to be the new science teacher. Ironically, at the time
Steve was not even aware that the high school existed. But this opportunity immediately felt like the right
fit for him. Steve reflected, “I just kind of knew. God has a way to make you be exactly where he wants
you to be at the right time.”
He began teaching the fall semester at the Hopkins location before he was part of the big move to
WLHSʼs current Plymouth location in December of that same year. “I ran the science program for years.
It was my dream job--to have students tinker and explore in these courses and grow the science
program,” said Steve.
Expanding the technology and other higher education PSEO courses were a fulfilling challenge that
Steve spearheaded. Even Dianne used her numerous talents and taught art for one year, launching
Westʼs art program.
By about his 6th year, there was an opportunity for West to expand its international student program to
12. During this period of growth, there were no English language learner classes ready so Steve lined

up volunteer teachers. He prepared to teach a basic Christianity religion
class for them knowing only one student had knowledge about Jesus. The
Holy Spirit touched the lives of the international students in a powerful
way as Steve had a front row seat to witness this. One of his students
from China showed an impactful change. Joe was the most stubborn kid
Steve ever taught, but he also read and highlighted his Bible each night,
returning in the morning to ask Steve all sorts of questions, tough
questions that showed his hunger for spiritual understanding. The Holy
Spirit changed his heart. One year later Steve was privileged to witness Joeʼs baptism.
“It wouldnʼt have happened unless he was enrolled at West,” Steve
said. He has treasured the impact of Westʼs Christian education on
its international students and the part he has been privileged to hold.
Throughout the years at West, Steve assisted as a volleyball coach,
Mock Trial coach, vice principal, director of curriculum, vice
principal of academics, and interim principal for 1 year. His
creativity never ceased during his ministry. He built numerous book
shelves for Westʼs library, 9
different guitars, and 8 ukuleles. It wasnʼt uncommon for his love of
musical instruments to be shared as heʼd spontaneously join the
Pep Band or direct a concert in a pinch. Outside of school, he did
projects building decks and cabinetry, all done out of his basement.
In retirement, Steve and Dianne will take a postponed wedding
anniversary trip. They plan to do plein air painting in France, a
style where the artist paints outdoor landscapes quickly to capture
the natural light. But if Steve is not inspired to paint like Claude Monet, he will be happy just to carry the
easel for Dianne or take long breaks to fly-fish on a picturesque French stream.
Steveʼs kindness and love for Jesus showed through every type of service at WLHS. His legacy will
continue as the science and technology programs carry on strongly.
We are exceptionally grateful for you, Mr. Merten, living your faith life in and out of the classroom for
the past 26 years at WLHS. (Mr. Ruege would be proud of you!)
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Back in 2008, the late principal Merl Meitner asked Carol Kieffer if she
would be willing to mentor and assist students who needed extra guidance
with organization and study skills. Her love for Jesus and passion to serve
Him led her to accept this role, first as a study hall supervisor and later as the
learning coordinator.
Helping students three days a week quickly turned into full time work. Carol
continually assisted staff and parents in devising learning plans based on the
understanding of each studentʼs needs, interests, and abilities. She knew the
importance of connecting parents and teachers to discuss student concerns.
Her organizational skills help support students with various special needs,
working with a 504 plan or IEP. In order for students to be more successful, Carol made sure their
guided study hall provided the right atmosphere and tools. She gave students attention in the
areas that fostered their academic success, all the while showing
them sincere respect. Collaborating with teachers to schedule
make-up tests and work was an ongoing task which she did with
persistence and grace. The benefits of using a planner to keep
organized and optimize studentʼs precious resource of time was
a practical tool she made sure they had.
Carol reflected on her time as the learning coordinator saying,
“My passion for helping students become their very best and
watching their successes was my favorite thing. My greatest goal
for the students I work with is to help them advocate for
themselves and become independent.”
Retirement will afford Mrs. Kieffer to do the things she loves:
spend more time with her husband, Paul, and also with her sons
and grandsons. She is training to become a Stephen Minister in
her church which demonstrates her deep love and care for others, just as she did at WLHS. We
sincerely thank Mrs. Kieffer for 14 years of commitment serving the students, teachers, and parents
of our West Lutheran family.
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FINE ARTS
West Choirs and band resumed
performing four concerts through
the year under Mrs. Jodi Rowe.

The 2021-2022 West Fine Arts Department
brought two very different theatrical
productions to the stage. Our fall
production of A Lighter Shade of Noir by
Patrick Derksen was a fabulously funny
spoof on the black and white film noir
dramas of old. This show included the story
of a blundering gumshoe detective who takes
himself far too seriously, a crowd of ridiculous
suspects with something to hide, “dames” in no
need of saving, and an occasional English Muffin
thrown into the audience for good measure.

The spring musical was the The
Wizard of Oz, based on the beloved
MGM classic of old. This production
contained all of its well loved music,
including “Over the Rainbow” and “If I Only Had a
Brain”. It also provided some surprises such as Miss
Gulch riding her bike through the audience, a real live
dog as Toto, fresh inventive choreography, and an 8
foot Oz puppet billowing smoke and fire! It brought
laughter, excitement, and even a few tears of nostalgia
to audiences young and old.

ATHLETICS

Football

The PA Lions Football
team was undeafted
with an 8-0 season, lead
by Capt. Logan Alhers.

Cross Country

MN Classic Chapionship
Boys Varsity won 1st place
Jack Hoppe 2nd, Jack Nelson 5th, Matthew
Olmanson 6th, Isaiah Boerner 11th.
The Boys JV team came in 1st place with West
runner C.J. Schempp came in 15th.
The Girls Varsity team came into 2nd overall with
West runner Abby Torgerson came in 13th.

Alpine Skiing
Josh Nelson won first in the
Boys IMAC out of 57 racers.

Girls Soccer
The Varsity team finished
4th in the conference

Volleyball The team won 2nd place in Sections

Track Team
The team of 30 athletes
continuously improved
throughout the season. At
least two-thirds of the team
had personal records (PRs)
accomplished at each
ensuing meet. The boys
finished with one 1st place and four 2nd place meet finishes. The girls finished
with two 3rd place and two 5th place meet finishes.
The Boys finished Second Place in the Conference!
All Conference Award
Jack Hoppe – 400m, 3200m
Jack Nelson – 1600m, 3200m
Jacob Pfotenhauer – 1600m
Wyatt Valleau – Shot Put, Discus
Aaron Schuler – Long Jump

Baseball The team finished 10-8-0 overall

Trap Team

All Conference Honorable Mention
Jacob Pfotenhauer – 800m
Bethany Boerner – 3200m
Denny Dzubay – Discus
Kolten Miller – High Jump
Aaron Schuler – Triple Jump
STATE Three athletes made it to state this year! Congrats to the
following dedicated athletes that placed VERY high in all of Minnesota Class A
Track & Field.
Jack Hoppe - 9th in the 1600m (one mile)
Bethany Boerner - 12th in the 3200 (two mile)
Aaron Schuler - 16th in the Triple Jump
“Thank You” to Coach Eric Hahn who has coached the throwers, jumpers, and
sprinters the last two years! He accepted a call to Florida for the next school
year, and we wish him Godʼs blessings!

Cole Veach and Caleb Cassel shot a perfect 25

Softball Team The Softball team won 2nd place in Sections

Boys Basketball Co-Conference Champions

All Conference Honors
Eleanor Rolf, Megan Sherwood, Maddy Tusler,
Marissa Tusler, Elise Vik
All State HonorableMention Megan Sherwood

Girls Basketball 13-10 record
Megan Sherwood 1st Team AllConference
Ella Schmidt 2nd Team All Conference
Elise Vik All Conference Honorable Mention

The Class
George Afari

Logan Ahlers

North Dakota State University
University of WI- Platteville
Civil Engineering
Business w/ Sports Mgt. Minor

of

2022

Sophia Alderman

Lindsey Austin

Roy Broberg

University of North Dakota
Engineering

Winona State University
Nursing

Bethany Lutheran College
Business

Evelyn Dale

Olivia Denninger

Noelle Dolan

Ava Fritze

Ariana Gregovich

Savannah College of Art & Design
Illustration

University of WI - River Falls
Communications & Equine Mgt.

Concordia University - WI
Undecided

University of WI - Stevens Point
Wildlife Ecology & Mgt.

Gap Year
Working

Darya Gunderman

Ethan Hahn

Abby Heinrich

Ella Hollander

Sevanna Jenkins

Concordia University - WI
Communication Sciences
& Disorders

Wisconsin Lutheran College
Business & Marketing

Bethel University
Business

Crown College
Exercise Science + Soccer

Bethany Lutheran College
English/Writing

Kyle Jiang

Grace Kordus

Sofia Lee

Madison Milbrath

Morgan Neikirk

University of MN - Duluth
Mechanical Engineering

St. Catherine University
Nutrition

University of MN - Rochester
Nursing

Bethany Lutheran College
Psychology

Gap Year
Working

Nate Olmanson

Tyler Pasbrig

Alicia Paul

Nora Petersen

Ryan Rasmussen

Bethany Lutheran College
Education

University of WI - River Falls
Arts - Graphic Design

North Dakota State University
Psychology

Gap Year
Working

University of WI - Stout
Business Administration

Abby Rau

Gabe Sahlin

Alex Schmidt

Christian Schmidt

Jacob Schuler

University of WI - Eau Claire
Biology

University of WI - Stout
Computer Science
& Applied Mathematics

University of WI - Stout
Computer & Electrical Engineering

Hennepin Technical College
Carpentry

University of WI - Stout
Graphic Design
& Interactive Media

Max Torfin

Cole Veach

Abbie Warskow

Haily Weber

Jen Ziel

Hennepin Technical College
Undecided Major

Wisconsin Lutheran College
Environmental Science

Wisconsin Lutheran College
Chiropractic Care

Ridgewater College
Nursing

Hamline University
Forensic Science

Valedictorian
Alicia Paul

Salutatorian
Evelyn Dale

CLASS SELECTIONS
Colors: Sage Green & Cream Flower: Daisy

3350 Harbor Lane North
Plymouth MN 55447
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