
Musical Information Packet for Spring 2024 

The Drowsy Chaperone Jr.  


Auditions: 
Monday January 22nd from 3:15 - 6:00

Tuesday January 23rd from 3:15 - 6:00


 
Callback Auditions  
Wednesday January 24th 3:30 - 5:30


Sign up here for a time slot on SignUp Genius 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/
10C0F4DA9AD22A4FDC61-auditions#/


Audition materials including scenes, music and 
audition forms can be found on the WLHS website   
	under Arts/Drama.


Audition Prep Workshops Thursday January 18th 
	 No sign up required. Just show up for one of these two time slots.


	 Session 1: 3:45 - 4:45

	 Session 2: 5:00 - 6:00


Where to Begin 
Start by being well-prepared so you can feel confident at your audition.

1. Attend the Audition Prep Workshop, which is optional but highly recommended.	 	 	 

2.  Familiarize yourself with the show.

3. Know the characters in the play.

4. Read and rehearse the audition scenes for characters you’re interested in playing.

5. Learn the choreography for the dance audition.

6. Choose and work on memorizing (yes, memorizing) your audition song. You may use the 
script while reading scenes, but please sing the audition song by memory if possible. We want 
to see facial expression and hear expression in your singing. If you still need sheet music in 
hand, I will allow it, but you must make sure your head is up and we can see expression.

7. PERFORM FOR US!! Show us that you understand the character and can actually be that 
character. This is your shot to show us what you’ve got!!


Fill out the paperwork.

Share the audition information packet with your parents, and complete the entire Student 
Contract and Audition Form, which requires your parent’s signature. A completed Student 
Contract and Audition form SIGNED BY A PARENT is required before you will be cast.

	 	 


What to expect the day of your audition 
Upon arrival, report to the audition table in the hallway outside of the music room 30 minutes 
before your scheduled time slot. Check in with the Stage Manager and hand in your Student 
Contract and Audition Form.You’ll be asked if there’s a particular scene and character you’re 
interested in reading, and get a script for those scenes. You’ll be paired up with other students 
to start reading through the scenes together in the hallway before you go into the music room 
to audition. Be aware that start and end times are approximate.


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4DA9AD22A4FDC61-auditions#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4DA9AD22A4FDC61-auditions#/


Remember that your audition starts in the hallway. 
Your positive attitude and interactions with other people are important. Please listen to the 
stage manager’s instructions, and treat your scene partners with respect. Encourage one 
another, and make sure everyone in your group gets to read the roles and scenes they are 
interested in.


Your audition:  
1. When you enter the room, the director, music director, and choreographer will be present, 

as well as other fine arts staff. Please introduce yourself and tell us what character and 
scene you will be reading. 


2. Directors may or may not write notes during your audition. Trust that the casting team is 
paying attention to you and your work. We want to gather all of the information we can to 
make solid casting decisions.


3. Have FUN! Auditioning can feel stressful, but do your best to engage with your scene 
partners. Jump into the character, use gestures. We want to see you enjoying yourself and 
connecting with your scene partner. Using eye contact is a plus! 


4. We want you to have a great audition, and to feel successful. We are cheering you on! Get 
up there, be bold, have fun, and pat yourself on the back when you’re finished.


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 


Anticipated Time Commitment for the Production:  
Acting in a Lead Role – approximately 3 to 4 times a week, and every day during the two 
weeks before the performance and during the performance weekend.

	 	 	 	 	 	 

Acting in a Supporting Role/Ensemble – approximately 3 times a week, and every day during 
the two weeks before the performance and during the entire performance weekend.


Set Crew – approximately 1- 2 meetings per week starting in late March/early April before 
performances (flexible), and then every night during the two weeks before the performance and 
during the performance weekend.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 

Policies for Attendance and Absences  
Absences greatly impact the cohesiveness of the cast and the growth of the show as a whole. 
Your cooperation in this matter is greatly appreciated. Therefore, for planning purposes, all of 
your conflicts should be included on your audition form.

	 	 	 	 	 	 

Once we begin rehearsals, the director will post an updated audition schedule every two weeks 
through email and on the bulletin board outside of the music classroom. If you are on a West 
Lutheran athletic team, you are excused for all games, but you will be expected to split your 
time between musical rehearsals and athletic practices if they are scheduled on the same day.


Scheduling rehearsals alongside the athletic schedule is challenging. I will do my best to work 
with it, but this may prevent you from being considered for a leading role. I will do what I can to 
flex around known conflicts, but it is the responsibility of students to notify me of the dates and 
times of games or other school related conflicts TWO WEEKS IN ADVANCE when possible. If a 
student has more than three unexpected absences from their scheduled rehearsals that are not 
communicated to the director, their role in the play may be re-evaluated or reassigned by the 
director if deemed necessary for the show.

	 	 	 	 	 	 




Tech Week and Performance Dates:  
During the final two weeks of rehearsal and through the performance weekend (April 8 through 
the 21st), absences are only permitted in cases of extreme illness or family emergency. It is 
vital to the success of the production that every participant be present and work together 
during this time. Please do not request to miss a rehearsal or part of a rehearsal during the final 
two-week period. A high level of commitment is expected to make the production the best it 
can be. 


Between April 8th through April 21st, the following things may need to be missed or 
rescheduled: private music lessons, athletic practices, drivers ed, family vacations, dance 
rehearsals and/or recitals, orthodontist appointments (non-emergency), tickets to a show or 
concert, or family gatherings.


Important: ALL members of the crew and cast are REQUIRED to stay after our final 
performance and help tear down the set, take down curtains, sort costumes, clean the 
dressing rooms (locker rooms), put away props, and any other jobs that may need to be done. 
Supper will be provided

	 	 	 	 	 	 


Expectations for Student Behavior at Rehearsals and Performances 
1. Students should show exemplary behavior at every rehearsal and performance, both 

onstage and offstage, and show respect for the work of your fellow actors and staff.

2. Students should be ready to work at rehearsals and to take direction from the directing 

team and the student stage manager.

3. The longer a group takes to quiet down and focus on the work ahead, the longer our 

rehearsals will run. If you need to be reminded of these expectations regularly, your role in 
the play may be re-evaluated.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 

Callback Auditions 

Callbacks will be held after school on Wednesday, January 24th . We will personally notify 
students if they are needed at callback auditions. Students should not come to call backs 
unless they’ve received an email or phone call from the directing team asking them to be at 
callbacks. If you do not receive a call back, it doesn’t mean you haven’t been cast. It only 
means that we’ve seen what we need from you to make our decisions.


Cast List 
A cast list will be sent to all students that auditioned by 3:00 PM on Sunday January 28th.

All students in all grades are eligible for all roles. No priority is given to upperclassmen. We will 
cast people in the role that best fits the director’s vision of the show. It is our hope that 
students will be supportive of each other regardless of the results, and help to make this a fun 
and positive experience for all involved.


Please note this important change: once casting decisions have been made, we will send an 
individual email to each student, letting them know which role they are being offered. This is 
confidential— just between you and the directing team. When you receive that email, you have 
24 hours to accept or decline the role you have been offered. You MUST read your email and 
reply within that 24 hour time frame. If you decline the role, we will send the offer to the next 
person in the running. You may not post anything on social media regarding your role until the 
cast list has been published. Violation of this request could result in removal from the show. 


After all students have replied, and the cast list is posted, families will be charged a $100 
participation fee.




After the cast list is posted, we understand that some students may be disappointed. Not 
every student may be cast in the show, or you may be offered a role very different from what 
you expected. Disappointments are a part of life. There’s nothing wrong about feeling 
disappointed, but how you manage your disappointment is up to you, and we hope that you 
will manage it in a healthy, respectful, and acceptable manner.  If you choose to manage your 
disappointment in unacceptable ways, it will not be tolerated. Bullying, harassing, or tearing 
down other students or staff, either in person or online, is entirely unacceptable, and WILL 
RESULT IN CONSEQUENCES.


When you choose to audition for the musical we take you seriously. If you indicate on your 
audition form that you will accept any role, we believe you. If you receive a role that you don’t 
want, we give you the right to decline the role, but doing so may result in the directing team 
second guessing your intentions in future auditions.


Family Involvement 
As you may suspect, a musical is a HUGE undertaking, and we need help from the families of 
every cast and crew member to be successful. Ways in which parents or other adult family 
members can assist include:


Building sets 

Painting sets

Ticket sales

Publicity and Fundraising

Costumes/Sewing 

Transporting costumes

Sound & Lights

Set up gym / Tear down gym

Organize cast party

Finding or creating props

Makeup and Hair assistance


One new opportunity is to volunteer as a group at The Costume Collective in Minneapolis. 
Every hour put in by each volunteer earns $20 towards costume rentals. If 4 people were to 
volunteer for 3 hours, we would earn $240 to use at this amazing costume rental shop. It’s 
pretty amazing, and we would use those dollars towards renting costumes that would be more 
challenging to find or build ourselves. 


Any questions regarding the audition and rehearsal process should be directed to Mrs. Lisa 
Denninger: drama@westlutheran.net


If you have questions regarding volunteer needs, fees, and the fine arts department as a whole, 
please contact the Fine Arts Director, Mrs. Hahm: khahm@westlutheran.net


We are very excited to work on this show with all of you!!


Sincerely,

Mrs. Denninger, Mrs. Hahm, Miss Figueroa, and Mr. Denninger


PS: Performances of The Drowsy Chaperone Jr are scheduled for April 18th - April 21st. If you 
are unable to be at all performances, we cannot cast you in the show.

mailto:drama@westlutheran.net

