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FROM THE DESK OF THE
Principal

I thank my God every  
time I remember you.

—Philippians 1:3

 
Dear Friends,

The Apostle Paul enjoyed excellent relationships with all of the congre-
gations he served with the gospel.  It was common for him to begin his 
letters to them with a greeting thanking God for their association and for 
their progress in faith.  He enjoyed a very special relationship, however, 
with the congregation in Philippi.  He called this congregation “my joy and 
my crown.”  He tells us that whenever he thought of them he said a prayer 
of thanks to God for this congregation.  

I feel the same way about 30 special people now leaving the West Luther-
an community.  It is my continual prayer that the Lord brings together at 
West Lutheran students who are willing to hear and dwell on his Word 
and faculty and staff who are willing and able to serve by sharing that 
Word with them.  Each year God compiles a community that celebrates 
together, cries together, and grows together.   The relationships at West 
are truly the most special relationships that can exist.  They are built on 
the common bond of our Savior who loves us, has redeemed us, and who 
has great plans for each of us.  Over the recent Memorial Day weekend we 
said good-bye to twenty-nine graduates and to one very special teacher, 
Mrs. Sharon Gieseke, who has been with West Lutheran from the begin-
ning.  This issue highlights the grace of God in guiding their lives up until 
this point and in promising to continue to lead them outside of our walls.   
Just as the Apostle Paul said about the Philippian church, I also thank God 
every time I remember these people.  I thank God for their partnership 
in the gospel from the first day until now and I thank God that He who 
began a good work in them will carry it on to completion until the day of 
Christ Jesus.  

I also thank God for you, our WLHS association members and supporters.  
As our faculty and staff prepares this summer to nurture a new communi-
ty of students that God is assembling for our next school year, please pray 
that God blesses all of our work in His name.  Have a blessed summer!

In Christ’s Service, 
Adam Wiechmann 
Principal – West Lutheran High School
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West Lutheran hosted their an-
nual gala/auction fundraiser on 
April 8, 2017.  The event was once 
again held at the Crowne Plaza in 
Plymouth.  The gala theme “Come 
Sail Away” tied the event with 
the 2016-17 school-year theme, 
“Hope Sure Anchor Secure.”  

Almost 250 people attended 
the event, including parents and 
grandparents of students, current 
students, alumni, and friends of 
the school.   Guests were encour-
aged to dress in their “cruise at-
tire.”  After some social time and 
silent auction, a sit down meal was 
served, followed by the dessert 
dash, always a huge hit!  Guests 
had fun playing a hand of poker 
throughout the night in a game 
called “All Hands on Deck.”

New this year was a fun and cre-
ative wine and beer pull, where 
everyone was a winner.  The photo 
booth was back, with sailor hats, 
buoys, and anchors to pose with.  
Emcee Gary Bain and auctioneer 
Cary Aasness made the live auc-
tion entertaining and profitable.  
Our 2017 gala raised $30,000 for 
tuition assistance.  Thanks to a 
dollar for dollar matching gift by 
an anonymous donor, $55,000 
was also raised through our Fund- 
A- Need portion of the auction to 
fully cover the cost of our parking 
lot repair, which will take place 
this summer.  Thank you to Miss 
Halley Bechtold and Mrs. Nicole 
Gomke for chairing the event, to 
many tireless volunteers, and to 
all who attended for making this 
evening a wonderful celebration 
of the West Lutheran ministry.
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News

COME SAIL AWAY

MSHSL AAA Award - Kari Preus
Senior Kari Preus of West Lutheran 
High School in Plymouth took part in 
the MSHSL AAA Award and was the 
winner of Section 4A.  The purpose 
of this program is to recognize and 
honor high school seniors who have 
excelled in Academics, Athletics, and 
the Arts.  To be eligible for this award, 
the student must have a cumulative 
GPA of 3.0 or higher, participate in 
League-sponsored athletics and fine 
arts, and comply with the MSHSL Stu-
dent Code of Conduct.  Kari was encouraged to apply for this award by Steve Jensen, 
Athletic Director at West Lutheran High School.  As a candidate, Kari had to write 3 es-
says explaining her participation in each of the area’s above, as well as any awards she 
earned during each season of sports.  Kari played volleyball, basketball and softball, 
and was captain for basketball.  She has also been a recipient of many athletic awards 
throughout her four years of high school and community sports.

In the fine arts area, Kari’s love for music stems from growing up in a musical family.  
She sang in the concert choir as well as Western Accents.  Kari was also involved in 
drama and played the role of Belle in the spring musical “Beauty and the Beast” at 
West.  Community work is also important, Kari is active in her church as well as an am-
bassador for West Lutheran High School.  This year, she coordinated and ran a blood 
drive at her high school through Memorial Blood Center, which was very successful.

At the end of March, Kari attended an awards banquet at the Loews.  In attendance 
were Kari’s grandparents and Principal Adam Wiechmann.  After the banquet, Kari ac-
knowledged that all of the AAA Award candidates and their accomplishments were 
amazing and that she was honored to be part of such an incredible group of seniors.   
Kari is the third section 4A winner to graduate from West Lutheran High School.  Sib-
lings Jenna and Riley Gehl were the recipients of this award in prior years.

ExCel Award - Lisa Hoffer
Lisa Hoffer, a junior at West Lutheran High School 
in Plymouth, was one of 36 recipients of this 
year’s ExCel Award.  ExCel stands for Excellence 
in Community, Education and Leadership and is 
sponsored by the MN State High School League, 
or MSHSL.  This is the 21st year that the MSHSL has 
sponsored this program, and its sponsor going 
forward will be Wells Fargo.

Lisa was involved in National Honor Society, Western Accents, drama and volleyball, 
basketball, and softball at West Lutheran High School.  She has been a captain for 
basketball for the past two years and was softball captain this past spring.  Lisa is 
involved in music with her church, has been a regular volunteer for the children’s 
programs and with  Feed My Starving Children.  She was also active as a Student 
Ambassador at West Lutheran High School.

The ExCel Award is given to those who exhibit high academic achievements as well 
as those who show a commitment to serving others in the community.  Athletic 
ability and extracurricular involvement are also important criteria to winning this 
award.  In addition, Lisa had to write a 250-word essay and have a letter of recom-
mendation from a teacher at her high school.  She chose Ms. Decker, a favorite En-
glish teacher, to write this for her.  It was a high honor to receive this award because 
the pool of applicants was large and the criteria to be a recipient is very specific.  In 
addition, Lisa was the only applicant to come from a Christian school and the only 
winner thus far from West Lutheran High School.   Lisa accepted her award during 
the MN State Basketball tournament at Williams Arena on March 18th.



ASSOCIATION  
CONGREGATIONS

West Lutheran High School is 
blessed to have 21 association 
congregations that support the 
mission of the high school. These 
congregations include:

Abiding Savior – Elk River 
Ascension – Plymouth
Brooklyn – Brooklyn Park 
Christ – Eden Prairie 
Cross – Rockford 
Cross of Christ – Coon Rapids 
Faith – Excelsior 
Faith – Prior Lake 
Holy Trinity – New Hope 
Hope – Andover 
Immanuel – Buffalo 
King of Grace – Golden Valley 
Mt. Olive – Delano 
Mt. Olive – Shakopee 
Redeemer – Maple Grove 
Redeeming Grace – Rogers 
Salem – Loretto 
St. Paul’s – Montrose 
St. Peter’s – Monticello 
Timothy – St. Louis Park

Thank you to the following people who directed their memorials 
for their loved ones to West Lutheran High School:

Kathleen Pamela Bauer
 Arnold & Betty Meyer

Jim Berkenes
 Darlene Bechtold

Clarence Bjorklund
 David & Dianne Epple
 Ray Schmidt
 Wise Penny Thrift Shoppe

Janice Brown
 Bonnie Johnson

Howard Bursch
 Donald & Karen Strehler

Helen Christenson
 Darlene Bechtold

Helen Cison
 Dan & Bonnie Seichter

Maxine Costello
 Jack and JoAnn Hinnenthal

Tim Ekhoff
 Steve & Kathy Klammer
 Tom & Shelly Halverson
 Mike & Luann Obraske
 Dave & Deb Walz
 Mike & Cindy Boyd
 Wise Penny Thrift Shoppe
 Marlys Tice

Kory Farstad
 Doug & Deb Beise
 Duane Beise
 Jamie & Barb Sherwood
 Wise Penny Thrift Shoppe

Lolly Handt
 Sandi Holan

Delores Heidelberger
 Wilferd & Diann Strehler
 Donald & Karen Strehler
 Darlene Bechtold

Carol Henrich
 Chuck & Phyllis Thomforde

David Koss
 Arlen & Marge Schuldt
 Dick & Linda Maxson
 Sharon Gieseke
 Randy & Beth Gauger
 Eldon & Beth Lemke
 Marcia Koss

Verna Lemmage
 Sandi Holan
 Beverly Marschel
 Wise Penny Thrift Shoppe
 Darlene Bechtold

Ben Mischke
 Rev. Philip & Nancy Mischke
 Tom & Shelly Halverson
 Brandon & Meghan Spinler
 Deloris Jensen
 Dave & Brenda Glowdowski
 Mike & Luann Obraske
 Mike & Cindy Boyd
 Wise Penny Thrift Shoppe
 Leonard Yochim 
 
Harold Pittman
 Allen & Audrey Carlson

William (Bill) Reich
 George & Barb Johnson
 Duane Beise
 Doug & Deb Beise
 Donald & Karen Strehler
 Willard & Laverne Lieder
 Jack & Renata Russek

 Ray Schmidt
 Gaylerd & Diane Lieder
 Fred & Jean Pfotenhauer
 David & Becky Klatt
 Bev Marschel
 Brian & Cindy Steinke
 Leah Wandersee
 Lauren & Kathleen Hafften
 Douglas & Brenda Berkenes
 Dave & Lanita Farstad

Lonnie Rux
 Sandi Holan
 Darlene Rux

Connie Schilling
 Marlys Tice

Clarice Schleif
 Darlene Bechtold

Jerome Vergin
 Sandi Holan
 Donald & Karen Strehler

Marvin Vollrath
 Duane Beise

Allen Witte
 Marvin & Delyte Bursch

Jerry Woelffer
 Donald & Karen Strehler

Virgene Wolken
 Bonnie Johnson

Shirley Workcuff
 Sandra Duff
 Wise Penny Thrift Shoppe
 Darlene Bechtold
 

Continue theWest Lutheran Legacy
Yes!  I want to support West Lutheran in guiding and empowering students in finding God’s plan for their lives.

Enclosed is my gift of:
__ $25   __ $50   __$100   __ $500  __Other $ ___________

Name: ___________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________
City, State, Zip: ______________________________________
Phone:___________________________________________
Email:___________________________________________
Association Church Membership: _________________________
Alumni?  Graduating Class: _____________ 

____ I would like to include West Lutheran in my  
              estate plan.
____ Please email me news and event information about WLHS

Please use my gift:      
___  To help Marketing and Recruitment efforts at West Lutheran
___  To help provide valuable scholarships and student tuition assistance
___  To improve West’s building and grounds
___  For general operational needs
___  For Common’s redesign
 Related to Alumni?  List graduating classes and relationships: __________________________

Please donate by check payable to West Lutheran High School   OR
Bill my credit card for $_______    q Mastercard  q Visa  q Discover  q Amex   Acct#________________ CVV____  Exp Date______

  Return this form and payment in the envelope provided in this newsletter.   Spring 2017

✂
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Memorials
 Memorials February 6, 2017 – May 31, 2017



Related to Alumni?  List graduating classes and relationships: __________________________

Larry Hopfenspirger
The Hopfenspirger family is a blessing to West Lutheran High School.  Larry Hopfenspirger, a won-
derful caring father and husband, passed away in late 2016, leaving behind 3 sons, including junior 
student Edison, Franklin and Alex, and wife Beth.  Larry grew up in Redwood Falls, Minnesota and 
graduated from the University of Minnesota.  As a real estate investor, Larry loved the art of making 
a deal and when asked to describe what he does for a living, he told his children that his job is like 
playing real life monopoly.  Larry truly enjoyed his work, even going as far to describe it as fun.  Larry 
had a heart for business and a strong work ethic learned from his earliest years.  He was a philan-
thropist, supporting many causes dear to his heart; one of those was Christian education.  Larry was 
a firm believer in private Christian schools because of his upbringing in a smaller community.  He 
was very supportive of the schools his children attended, and most recently gave a legacy gift of 
$50,000 to West Lutheran High School.   This gift combined with other support from the Hopfen-
spirger family has allowed West Lutheran to give financial assistance to needy families, as well as to 
complete projects like the commons redesign.  We give thanks for them and their relationship with 
West Lutheran High School.
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Business Class

Business Class
It was around the end of the 2015-16 school year that I received a letter signed by almost every member 
of the student body.  Our school’s vending machine, which for years was owned and operated by our 
Parent’s and Friends of West Booster Club, had been broken beyond reasonable repair and was confis-
cated.  We had decided to outsource our vending during that school year.  In this letter I had received, 
the students told me that they were frustrated with the food and drink selections as well as the increased 
prices and they were asking for their old machine back.

Over the summer, Wells Fargo made me aware of a $1000 Community Connection Grant that was avail-
able for schools planning to invest in financial education and literacy.  I applied for the grant, which we 
later received.  Upon talking with Mr. Meitner (Business Teacher), it was decided that we would utilize 
the $1000 grant as seed money to purchase a vending machine that the Business Class would own and 
operate.   We had the outsourced vending machines hauled away and went shopping for a new machine 
that could house both food and drinks.  Mr. Meitner found a machine at the cost of $2800 and with the 
help of the Wells Fargo grant money, West Lutheran issued a loan to the Business Class to cover the cost 
and to initially stock the machine.

When the school year began last fall the vending machine was up and running.  It quickly became a big 
hit with the students.  The Business Class was in charge of making decisions regarding food and drinks 
selection and pricing.  Operating this machine became a great avenue for teaching the fundamentals 
of business and economics.  The class was required to pay back the loan monthly (with interest) learn-
ing about mortgages, loans, and amortization schedules.  Other topics taught through this experience 
included profit/cost margins, budgeting, financial bookkeeping, stock and supply, marketing, and fiscal 
planning for emergency (repairs).

After one year, the class has now paid back a little over one half of the principle of the loan.  The class will 
own the machine outright before the end of the next school year.  Beyond paying the loan and paying 
for necessary repairs, the class also made a profit of over $2300, which has been used to purchase items 
for the school and make improvements as is voted by the class.  Some of the items purchased include 
new showerheads for all locker room showers, 3 new microwaves for the lunch room, a commercial floor 
mat for the main entry, glass shelving for the commons trophy cases, and an electronic possession arrow 
for basketball games.  In addition, the class used profits to put on a cookout for the student body prior 
to a spring baseball game and purchased many gifts and gift cards for volunteers who spend much time 
around West.  Recently they made a $200 donation to help pay off the commons remodel debt on the 
“Celebrate West Day,” May 19th.   

As the students of this Business Class now graduate the vending business will be passed on to next year’s 
class.  Business has now become a very popular class, with a record number of students signed up to take 
it next year.  It has been wonderful to see the students learn so much about business and to be so excited 
about giving through this experience.        
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Karl Taylor - Valedictorian
Karl Taylor is valedictorian of the 2017 graduation class with a current 
GPA of 4.3.  He attended King of Grace grade school in Golden Valley 
and his family lives in Plymouth.  Karl is attending North Dakota State 
University in Fargo and plans to major in engineering.  As a student 
at West Lutheran for his entire high school career, Karl’s favorite class 
was honors chemistry, taught by Steve Merten.  Sarah Gierach is his 
pick for favorite teacher, although he said it was a tough choice!  Karl 
was on the track team all four of his high school years and was the 
treasurer of the student council.  He enjoys hiking, fishing and playing 
the guitar.  Karl will be working at the Life Café in Plymouth Lifetime 
this summer.  He also has plans to travel West with friends to visit Yel-
lowstone and other tourist destinations.  We wish Karl the best as he 
begins the next chapter in his life.

Erin Nelson - Salutatorian
Erin Nelson is this year’s salutatorian with a current GPA of 3.96.  Erin’s 
college plans are to attend St. Scholastica College in Duluth and major 
in pre-med.  Erin attended King of Grace grade school in Golden Valley 
and lives in Crystal.  Erin’s favorite class at West Lutheran was AP US 
History with Mr. Bain.  She also enjoyed math and science classes.  A 
favorite high school memory is going out to lunch with Ms. Decker 
and other students after the AP Literature practice test to the Original 
Pancake House!  Erin likes to read and to canoe and has been actively 
involved in the ambassador program at West Lutheran.  Her plans for 
the summer are to work at Home Goods in Plymouth and spend time 
with family and friends before she leaves for college.

THE CLASS OF 2017

Graduation photos available at this link:
westlutheranhighschool.smugmug.com/Events



8  |  West Lutheran

Recently, I had a chance to sit down with our long-time teacher, 
Mrs. Sharon Gieseke.   Her story is an amazing one.  Ephesians 2:10 
says about all those whom the Holy Spirit has brought to faith, “For 
we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to do.”  Sharon acknowledges 
that her story isn’t about her at all, but rather it is about how God has 
prepared her and guided her to accomplish the work he has had in 
mind for her to do.  

From a young age Sharon knew that she wanted to become a teach-
er.  In second grade, in a small country school in southern MN, a 
couple of Sharon’s classmates were struggling with a certain math 
concept.  Her teacher decided to put her in a room with them and let 
her try to help.  The teacher left the room for a short while.  When she 
came back the kids were in their seats, quiet, and hard at work.  They 
were also producing the right answers to the math problems they 
had struggled with earlier in the day.  God was getting her teacher 
feet wet.

In high school Sharon exhausted the math curriculum.  As an upper-
classman it was arranged that she would take night school courses 
through the school that back then was known as Mankato State Uni-
versity.  She showed a definite aptitude for mathematics and was 
a natural teacher and leader.  Her pastor encouraged her to go to 

Dr. Martin Luther College in New Ulm, MN to become a Wisconsin 
Synod school teacher.  However, at that time there was only an el-
ementary school education program and Sharon felt that the Lord 
was leading her to teach in a high school.  She didn’t attend DMLC.  
Looking back it is evident that Sharon wasn’t closing the door to 
ministry.  God was just working out her path.

Sharon attended college at Concordia University in St. Paul, first 
majoring in Math and then switching to Physics.  She graduated in 
1972 and found a job teaching Physics and Math at Pine City Senior 
High in Pine City, MN.  She enjoyed her first teaching experience and 
remembers often talking with her colleagues at lunch about how 
awesome it would be to be able to start their own high school and 
build a great school from scratch.  

In 1977, she moved to Montgomery, MN where she took a position 
at the high school there teaching only Math.  By 1979, God had plans 
to move her again.  She became engaged, was then married, and 
moved to St. Paul.  She immediately started applying for jobs in area 
high schools and had no trouble getting interviews.  She turned 
down every job offer she received though and decided to substitute 
teach for a year until she could find a school that would be a good 
fit.  In the summer of 1979 Sharon submitted a substitute teaching 
application to St. Croix Lutheran High School in St. Paul.  

A few weeks later she received a phone call, not from St. Croix, but 
from a man by the name of Dennis Pipkorn, one of the founders of 
the school we now call West Lutheran High School.  He explained 
that there was a new Wisconsin Synod High School forming in the 
west Twin Cities metro area and that they were looking for a teacher 
for their start-up 9th and 10th grade.  Mr. Pipkorn had been asking 
around and received her name from the principal at St. Croix.  He 
asked if Sharon was interested in the job.  Only God could have led 

SHARON GIESEKE

Thank You, Thank You, Thank you!
What a blessing the West Lutheran Association members have provided for so many youth and their families by your support of West Lutheran High School for 38 years! Thank you!  It has been a privilege and joy to be part of this wonderful ministry. 

Thank you to everyone who helped celebrate my retirement through your  attendance, kind words, hugs, letters, cards, memories, gifts and music.  Teaching has been a lifelong passion and I will always cherish the  way you have touched my life as students, parents, grandparents,  co-workers, and friends over the years.  Thank  you and God’s blessings always!         

Sharon Gieseke  
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Alumni News

Jeff Huth
For the past two seasons the Warrior Baseball Team has been coached by West Lutheran alum-
nus Jeff Huth (class of ‘08).  Coach Huth played 4 years of varsity baseball at WLHS and for the 
Minnesota Blizzard, an elite traveling club program for youth ages 10-18.  After graduating from 
WLHS he studied to become an elementary school teacher.   He graduated from Metropolitan 
State in 2012 and taught for a number of years in the northwest metro area.  In 2013, Coach 
Huth began coaching for the Blizzard and was named the Montana Coach of the Year in 2015 
when he led his 14u team to a USSSA #1 National ranking.  

Coach Huth’s coaching philosophy is to develop leaders by teaching valuable life skills and 
core values through the sport of baseball.  He empowers his players on the field so they can 
learn how to become accountable and dependable in their communities, homes, and churches.  
Senior captain Owen Barnes says this about Coach Huth, “He is a fun and focused coach who 
wants us to be successful as high school athletes and as adults.”  

Last year Jeff left the teaching field to become the Director of the Blizzard Foundation. In this role, Jeff runs charity events including golf and 
baseball tournaments, fosters goodwill partnerships with individuals and businesses, and runs the Foundation with the same principles that 
has made the Blizzard baseball programs so successful.  Coach Huth lives in Minneapolis and is a member of St. John’s Lutheran Church in 
Maple Grove.

ALUMNI!
West Lutheran would love to 
hear from you!  Just fill out the 
online questionnaire with your 
latest information at:

wlhs.net/aluminfo

her to this point.  Soon after this conversation she was called as the 
first full-time teacher at West Lutheran High School, teaching Alge-
bra, Geometry, Physical Science, Religion, and History.  She would 
also be the school and church secretary, social director, and student 
council supervisor.  She would have to commute from South St. Paul 
to Rockford, MN to meet in a one room church basement, traveling 
a distance of 45 miles one way through Twin Cities traffic.  The pay 
at this start-up would be minimal.  That didn’t matter.  She accepted 
the call and never regretted her decision to serve the Lord in the 
work He created her to do.  

West Lutheran soon moved to St. Louis Park in the Central Commu-
nity Center.  Three years later it moved to the Eisenhower building 
in Hopkins.  As the school grew so did her list of responsibilities.  A 
few classes were dropped but she picked up Algebra II, Physics, and 
Calculus.  For a number of years she had either 6 or 7 preps per year 
teaching math and science.  She also ran the school newspaper and 
organized all the sports banquets.  Sports practices took place be-
fore school and it was her job to supervise the study hall at 7:00am 
for students who carpooled with athletes so they had a place to be.  
Conditions here were not the most desirable but she gave herself 
fully to the work.  Faculty members and administrators came and 
went, but she was a constant at West.

In 1996, West Lutheran moved to Plymouth in its current facility.  
Shortly afterwards she moved exclusively to the Math Department 
and started the Honors Math Program.  Over the many years of her 
service, Sharon developed a reputation of being a teacher who was 
tough on the students.  However, every student she’s ever taught 
would also acknowledge that she was always fair, always well pre-
pared, and that she cared tremendously for them.  She showed 
her love for them in the way she mentored them to be responsible 
young Christian adults.  Teaching accountability and hard work was 
always important to her.  Her goal was never to get a student to pass 
a class or obtain a certain grade.  It was always that her students 
think critically, learn important skills, respect one another, and use 
their gifts faithfully.  These are the traits of a master teacher, which 
she definitely is. 

Shortly after Christmas Sharon came into my office to tell me that 
after 45 years of teaching and 38 years of ministry at West Lutheran 
High School she would be retiring.  I know this was difficult for her, 
but like everything she ever did, she was determined and confident 

as she talked with me.  She is a 
model of strength, endurance, 
and perseverance- traits given 
her through her faith in Christ 
Jesus.  

During her time at West she 
has been recognized many 
times in the “Who’s Who 
Among American Teachers”, 
an honor that is received only 
after student nomination.  
She was also recognized as a 
community “Top Teacher” by 
Plymouth magazine.  Most 
impressive, she was selected 
by Harvard University as one 
of only 30 high school calculus 
teachers nationwide to partici-
pate in a study identifying best 
practices in calculus teaching, 
where she passed on her tricks 
of the trade, educating those 
who educate others in the 
most prestigious school in the 
country.  What an honor!  I know these accolades don’t matter to her 
though.  The only thing that matters to Sharon is the voice she will 
hear from her Heavenly Father some day when he looks at her and 
says, “Well done good and faithful servant!”   

There have been two things constant at West Lutheran High School 
for 38 years, God’s Word and Sharon Gieseke.  Now God’s Word re-
mains and this is how it is supposed to be until our Savior comes 
back to earth again.  It is God’s Word that will see this high school 
into the future as others take her place in service to students and 
families.  

Mrs. Gieseke, congratulations on your retirement from teaching!  
You will certainly be missed!  Thank-you for following where God 
led you; for a lifetime of service to your Savior and to West Lutheran 
High School.  

Written by Adam Wiechmann, Principal of West Lutheran High School
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Softball
The lady 
Warrior soft-
ball team 
finished a 
solid sea-
son, with a 
record of 11 
wins and 11 
losses.  They also advanced to the quarter finals in sectionals 
where they were eliminated after game four.  The Warriors had 
a young team this year, with three 8th graders playing.  They 
experienced a good season and bonded as a team with a total 
of 16 homeruns.  There are four captains, seniors Miranda 
Walberg and Sydney Kappel, junior catcher Lisa Hoffer and 
sophomore pitcher Afton Zemke.  They are coached by Bill 
Schendel, Bill Volbrecht and Ashley Jensen.  Senior Lily 
Nelson said her favorite part of playing this year is the team 
atmosphere and amazing work ethic of the players. 

Baseball
The Warrior 
baseball team 
ended their sea-
son with 7 wins 
and 10 losses.  
They advanced 
to the quarter 
finals during the 
last part of May.  
Coached for the 
second year by Jeff Huth, a 2008 graduate of West Lutheran 
High School, they had a close-knit team made up of students 
from all four grade levels.  Seniors Owen Barnes and Ben 
Beise were captains, and both have played baseball through-
out their high school years at West Lutheran.  Owen was a 
starting pitcher, and really promoted a fun team rapport with 
all of the players.  He says they had a good time together both 
on and off of the field.  Owen commented that Coach Huth 
expects a lot from his players, both from a competitive level 
as well as a personal level.  He taught them about baseball 
but most importantly taught them life lessons that they can 
use off the field. Coach Huth is currently the Director of the 
Blizzard Foundation, a non-profit organization connected to 
the Blizzard Baseball Academy.  
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Warrior Sports
LaCrosse
Come on out and watch a 
game like no other, Lacrosse!   
The co-op sport, hosted by 
Providence Academy, fea-
tures a total of 6 students from 
West Lutheran; senior captain 
Griffin Ewing, sophomores 
Crosby Carlson, Quinn Ewing, Will Gomke, Rolf Preus and Rich-
ard Silbernagel. Lacrosse is a fast paced contact sport, and the 
players must have agility to throw and catch the ball with a netted 
stick called the crosse.  Historically, Native American tribes played La-
crosse and the present day version of the sport is closely connected 
to the Iroquoian and New England tribes. The Lions have had a very 
strong season, and for the first time in the history of the program, 
have experienced a winning varsity season.  Although district games 
are finished, there will be some section games in the near future.  
Congratulations to all of the players!  

Track
The Warrior Track team is en-
joying a successful and fun 
season!  Junior Grant Kokki-
nen has taken first place for 
the 800 meter at the Maple 
Lake meet and third place at 
the St. Croix meet.  Jordan 
Schuler, also a junior, took a third place finish in the shot put at 
the St. Croix meet.  The relay team has finished in strong standing 
of 5th or 6th place.  For their most recent conference meet in Hast-
ings, Grant took 4th in the 800 meter and Jordan took 4th in shot-
put and discus.  Sophomore Niles Charlson took 8th in the triple 
jump and junior Joe Matthias took 8th in the shotput.   There are a 
total of 17 athletes on the team, 5 girls and 12 boys.  Although the 
girls number is low, they are still able to remain very competitive 
at the various meets. The Warrior track team is coached by Pastor 
Ladner, Mrs. Gierach, and Mrs. Thomforde.   The season wraps 
up with sections on June 1st and 3rd at Macalester College.  

Clay Trap
In only its second season, the 
Warrior trap shooting team 
finished third out of eight 
teams in Conference this 
spring. The team was led by 
freshman Alex Kordus who 
finished second overall in the conference with 
a 21.3 (out of 25) average. Senior Kyle Lauria 
finished ninth with a 20.1 average; sopho-
more Lucas Isenberg finished tenth with a 20.0 average and soph-
omore Emily Carter finished fourth in the female division with a 
17.0 average. The team finished in the State Finals with 7 shooters 
over 19 as an average, and 7 shooters with a score of 22 or better. 
Congratulations on a great season!
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Thank you to all those who attended our production of Disney’s Beauty and the Beast, involving over 50 students! Each performance was 
packed with a full house. Complete with live music, moving lights, amazing costumes, detailed scenery, and top-notch acting, this show 
was like no other West production. Thank you to the many volunteers who worked together to make it incredible.

Fine Arts

Western Accents Trip
Twenty-five students traveled over 2100 miles by bus over spring 
break.   They journeyed down to Nashville, TN and St. Louis, MO.   
While there, we visited Rock of Ages Lutheran Church (Madison, 
TN), Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church (Clarksville, TN), and Apostles 
Lutheran Church (Dardenne Prairie, MO).  We assisted these congre-
gations in canvassing their neighborhoods - hanging bags on doors 
with church information and an invitation for Easter worship.   The 
Accents provided full concerts at two churches and did a “West Sun-
day” at the final church.

While in the area, the Accents performed three additional times - 
the Country Music Hall of Fame, and impromptu performances at 
the Ryman Auditorium and the Grand Ole Opry.   What wonderful 
opportunities to witness!  The students found some time to explore 
downtown Nashville and “play” at the City Museum in St. Louis.  The 
international students also enjoyed seeing a different part of the 
country.

Thank you to all of the supporters that helped make this trip hap-
pen!  This was an amazing experience for the students to see mission 
work first-hand, meet other believers from across the country, and 
see some of the sights as a group.  Additional thank you’s to: Gerry 
& Northfield Lines, Chaperones Gary and Carol Bain, Gina Thomforde, 
the host congregations and families, and Thrivent Financial.

POPS Concert - “Tune the Radio”
A gymnasium packed full of people enjoyed a trip down memory 
lane on Friday, May 19.   The music ensembles performed music 
from the 1950’s, 60’s, 70’s, and 80’s - from Motown to Broadway to 
Boy Bands.  Several seniors were also given awards for their overall 
accomplishments in academics, music, and athletics over their four 
years at West.   The evening concluded with a recognition of Mrs. 
Gieseke as we heard stories about the first days of West and joined 
in singing “God’s Word is Our Great Heritage”.   While there were 
many memories shared of past times, the POPS concert unveiled a 
new concert “experience.”  With the recent purchase of additional 
lighting, the entire concert was done with stage lighting - even the 
“house” lights.  Staging was also utilized for the preconcert music, 
Western Accents, and several Concert Choir selections.  Thank you 
to those who have donated to the music and drama programs - 
your support makes these improvements possible.
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UPCOMING EVENTS:
August 23 – Freshmen Orientation 
   and Picnic
August 28 – First Day of School
August 29 – Opening Service 8:15 a.m.
October 7 – Fall Fest/Chili Cook Off
October 17 – Grandparents Day
October 17 – Fall Concert
October 23 – Parent Information Night
November 2-5 – Fall Drama
November 9 – Veterans Day Program
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

3350 Harbor Lane North
Plymouth MN  55447

3350 Harbor LN N • Plymouth, MN 55447 • (763) 509-9378 • info@wlhs.net • www.wlhs.net

Upcoming Events

We are Caring Teachers
We are West Lutheran High School

3350 Harbor Lane N • Plymouth MN • 763.509.9378 • wlhs.net

Early Registration and Parent Information Night 
Monday October 23, 7-8:30pm




